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Abstract

Landscape Ci of the Yuan Dynasty stands as a pivotal link connecting the Song and Ming dynasties in
the history of Chinese Ci poetry and the genealogy of Chinese landscape literature. Yet it has long been
overshadowed by the long-standing prejudice in Ci studies that "Ci poetry declined in the Yuan Dynasty",
leaving its unique literary value and ethos of the times systematically unexplored and unelucidated.
Landscape Ci refers to Ci works that take natural mountains and rivers as their core aesthetic object, devote
the main body of the text to the depiction of landscapes, and derive their central theme from the
contemplation of natural scenery. Within the unique historical context of the Yuan Dynasty, landscape Ci
presented unprecedented features distinct from previous dynasties across three dimensions: spatial writing,
spiritual core, and artistic construction.

This chapter completes the definition of the scope of Yuan Dynasty landscape Ci, the analysis of its
generative context, and the systematic collation of its overall creative landscape. It clarifies the academic
historical definition and connotative evolution of landscape Ci, specifies the narrow definitional criteria
adopted in this study, and delineates the thematic boundaries between Yuan Dynasty landscape Ci and
recluse Ci, travel Ci, and painting-inscription Ci. Meanwhile, it conducts an in-depth analysis of four core
driving factors: dynastic upheaval and transition, territorial unification, ideological pluralism, and stylistic
evolution of literary genres, thus revealing the historical and cultural context for the prosperity of landscape
Ci in the Yuan Dynasty. On this basis, it categorizes the creators into four major groups: adherent Ci poets,
official and imperial academy Ci poets, commoner Jianghu Ci poets, and extra-mundane (Buddhist and
Taoist) Ci poets. It further sorts out the complete development sequence of landscape Ci, from the
embryonic and transitional period during the Jin-Yuan dynastic change, the prosperous development period
in the early Yuan Dynasty after national unification, the mature and stable period following the restoration
of the imperial examination in the Yanyou reign, to the transformative and residual period in the late Yuan
Dynasty, ultimately completing the holistic construction of the full picture of Yuan Dynasty landscape Ci
creation.

From the dimension of geographical space, this chapter reveals the fundamental breakthrough made
by Yuan Dynasty landscape Ci in the pattern of landscape writing within Ci poetry. Under the great
unification of the Yuan Dynasty, landscape Ci completely broke the landscape writing pattern that had

taken the Jiangnan region as the absolute core from the late Tang and Five Dynasties to the Northern and



Southern Song Dynasties, and formed a brand-new pattern featuring the juxtaposition of two major spatial
systems: Jiangnan and the Northern Regions. In terms of Jiangnan writing, it accomplished the connotative
reconstruction of traditional landscape images from "carriers of emotional entertainment" to "dwellings of
life", and expanded the boundaries of writing from urban scenic spots to secluded rural landscapes. In terms
of Northern Regions writing, it constructed, for the first time in the history of Ci poetry, a geographical
landscape complex of northern mountains and rivers centered on the Yellow River, Taihang Mountains and
Yanshan Mountains, filling the long-standing gap in the depiction of northern landscapes in Ci poetry. This
spatial expansion not only broadened the aesthetic territory of Ci poetry, but also embodied a brand-new
world outlook of "all under heaven are one family", realizing a leap in vision from "regional landscapes" to
"the rivers and mountains of the entire realm".

This chapter explores the thematic orientation and spiritual core of Yuan Dynasty landscape Ci, and
clarifies its fundamental spiritual turn. Amid the plight of literati in the Yuan Dynasty marked by a rigid
ethnic hierarchy and the long-term abolition of the imperial examination, landscape Ci established the main
thread of taking mountains and rivers as the spiritual home of literati, and completed a fundamental turn
from public writing to private expression, and from outward-oriented contemplation to inward-oriented
comprehension. Its thematic connotation is presented in three core dimensions: First, through landscapes, it
facilitated the literati’s path shift from political frustration in the court to settling down in the Jianghu,
provided emotional healing for anxiety caused by wars and chaos, and enabled the reconstruction of an
independent value system. Second, it offered in-depth depictions of private themes including individual
displacement experiences, daily leisure life, and friendships with bosom friends, realizing the awakening of
individual consciousness. Third, it integrated the theme of exhortation through dynastic rise and fall by
secular literati, as well as the religious philosophy of enlightening the Dao through landscapes by
extra-mundane Ci poets, greatly expanding the ideological connotation and humanistic boundaries of
landscape Ci.

This chapter elaborates on the artistic construction and new aesthetic changes of Yuan Dynasty
landscape Ci, and clarifies its breakthroughs and innovations to the artistic paradigm of Tang and Song Ci
poetry. In terms of form and style, the prosperity of landscape long-tune Ci (man Ci) realized the expansion
of artistic conception in writing; the mutual permeation between Ci and Yuan Qu (opera) accomplished the
liberation of Ci’s tonal and rhythmic rules; and the innovative use of special forms such as
painting-inscription style and yinkuo style (recomposed Ci adapted from pre-existing literary works)
expanded the stylistic boundaries of landscape writing. In terms of language, it formed an expression
system featuring the mutual infiltration of elegance and vulgarity, as well as a combination of poeticization
and prose-essay stylization, realizing an aesthetic turn in diction refinement from exquisite craftsmanship to

natural spontaneity. In terms of expressive techniques, it completed the ontological transformation from



lyricizing through scenery to the oneness of the self and the landscape, and formed the core creative feature
of the integration of Ci and painting. In terms of style, it broke the binary opposition between the Bold and
Unconstrained (Haofang) school and the Graceful and Restrained (Wanyue) school that dominated Tang
and Song Ci, and formed a brand-new aesthetic pattern with the dominant style of transcendent excellence,
characterized by plainness, naturalness, serenity and transcendence, alongside the coexistence of diverse
styles.

Key words: Yuan Dynasty Ci; Landscape Ci; Geographical Space; Spiritual home; Landscape Aesthetics
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