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Abstract

The genre of "Xingzhuang" underwent a process of germination in the Han Dynasties, formation in the
Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern Dynasties, maturation in the Sui and Tang Dynasties, and
transformation during the Song, Yuan, and Ming Dynasties, finally reaching its pinnacle in the Qing
Dynasty. The Qing Dynasty Xingzhuang is rich in research value, encompassing aspects such as innovative
formats, evolving functions, new content, and artistic characteristics.

During the Qing Dynasty, the format of Xingzhuang witnessed an innovative development. Firstly, the
two variant forms, Yishizhuang and Sishizhuang, flourished unprecedentedly. The former focused on
recording the little-known anecdotes of the subjects, while the latter depicted the subjects' heroic deeds and
loyal spirit in "dying for the nation". Secondly, there was a proliferation of works that broke the traditional
format by adopting elements from biographies and epitaphs. The adoption of the epitaph format was
manifested in inscribing the Xingzhuang on steles for preservation and using the traditional method of
"filling in the taboo characters" to show respect. The adoption of the biography format was seen in the
creation of "combined Xingzhuang" that emulated the "combined biography". Additionally, a new genre
emerged in the Qing Dynasty, known as "Qiyan Shilue" or "Qiyan Xingshu," specifically written for living
individuals seeking longevity tributes. This genre, while inspired by Xingzhuang used for chronicling
biographies, fundamentally differs from the Xingzhuang genre and represents a new form of literary
expression.

The main functions of Xingzhuang in the Qing Dynasty experienced both decline and renewal. Due to
the Qing Dynasty's practice of directly conferring posthumous titles, Xingzhuang no longer served the
function of requesting such titles. Its traditional three functions—"submitting to the Ministry of Personnel
and the Court of Imperial Sacrifices for deliberation on posthumous titles" "submitting to the
Historiography Institute for compilation" and "presenting to authors to request epitaphs"—were reduced to
the latter two in the Qing Dynasty. The stringent criteria for official biographies set by the Qing
Historiography Institute and the rise of private biography writing among the populace led to an expansion
of Xingzhuang's third main function: it not only served as a basis for official histories but also for private
biographies. In other words, Qing Dynasty Xingzhuang were presented to authors not only to request
epitaphs but also private biographies. The Xingzhuang of high-ranking officials often explicitly stated their
purpose of being submitted to the Historiography Institute or awaiting compilation, while some were
simultaneously used to commission private biographies. In contrast, those of lower-ranking officials more
frequently expressed dual intentions—both awaiting official compilation and seeking private adoption.

Some even aimed solely at securing private biographies to achieve immortality, with no expectation of



inclusion in official histories. Other functions of Xingzhuang also flourished in the Qing Dynasty, such as
supplementing omissions, rectifying injustices, petitioning for honors, expressing grief, and moral
edification, with many exemplary works in these categories.

Under the influence of political systems, academic trends, and cultural integration, the content of Qing
Dynasty Xingzhuang presented distinct new features. Firstly, the reflection of the Eight Banners system. To
highlight the special status of banner-affiliated subjects, their Xingzhuang intentionally included records of
their banner affiliation, often placed at the beginning of the text—sometimes even formally listed before the
text. The status and privileges of Manchu descendants within the Eight Banners were also meticulously
documented in Xingzhuang. Secondly, the flourishing of academic insights. With the prosperity of
scholarly thought in the Qing Dynasty, the Xingzhuang of scholars briefly outlined their life events but
focused more on recording their academic perspectives, research achievements, and methodological
approaches. When evaluating their lifelong scholarly contributions, their Xingzhuang situated them within
the broader currents of intellectual development, showcasing their unique status and accomplishments
against a vast historical and cultural backdrop. Thirdly, a microcosm of cultural integration. The
Xingzhuang of Han officials and Confucian scholars vividly depicted the blending of multiple ethnic
cultures, including reverence for Confucianism, language learning, and collaborative compilation of
classical texts.

Qing Dynasty Xingzhuang also exhibited unique artistic features, primarily manifested in two aspects:
firstly, the breakthrough in writing formats, including the handling of openings, the placement of the
subject's name at the end, and the "enumerative" writing style; secondly, the pursuit of a refined and elegant
spirit, emphasizing both factual accuracy and literary elegance. Factual accuracy requires not only the
extensive collection and rigorous verification of relevant materials but also ensuring the objectivity and
truthfulness of narratives and evaluations; it also emphasizes the practical value of Xingzhuang,
contributing to contemporary affairs. Literary elegance is reflected in the refined and graceful language,
with natural and appropriate use of poetry and allusions, and some outstanding works combine elegance
with a vigorous and unrestrained writing style, moving readers with their emotional expressions.

Key words:Qing Dynasty Xingzhuang; format; function; content; artistic characteristic
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