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Abstract

Zhou Xiantan, a native of Hengyang County, Hunan Province in the late Qing Dynasty, retained the
posthumous work "Flavor Pavilion Collection”. The vast majority of the poems and writings in the volume
collection have distinct geographical characteristics, involving his construction and writing of the three
main geographical spaces of the capital, the right side of the Huxiang River, and the Western Regions, as
well as his travels and observations. Through the investigation of these geographical spaces and travel
records, and referring to relevant historical materials, the trajectory of Zhou Xiantan after the age of 39 is
outlined: he grew up in Hengyang, entered the capital three times, returned home twice, wandered on the
right side of the Yangtze River, entered the Western Expedition, and ultimately died of illness in the
Western Regions. The literary geographical space in Zhou Xiantan's poetry and prose includes not only the
natural space in his geographical environment, but also the local social, political, customs, and traditional
cultural space. During his creation, the poet infused his multiple life experiences and perceptions of being
successful, having extensive social connections, feeling frustrated in his political career, and worrying
about the world, integrating natural and cultural geographical elements such as mountains and rivers.

The poetry and prose from different geographical spaces reflect the different emotional tendencies and
aesthetic styles of Zhou Xiantan. Zhou Xiantan was persistent in his pursuit of fame and official career. He
went to the capital three times to take the imperial examination and seek an official position. The
geographical space of the capital condensed his love complex, which not only recorded his personal career
and social life, but also reflected the political, literary, and living space of the officials at that time. The
natural geographical environment, social and cultural environment, regional traditions, and Zhou Xiantan's
personal education and career experience in the Hunan region all affect the formation of Zhou Xiantan's
poetic and literary style, accumulation of literary literacy, construction of political ideals, personal
temperament, and aesthetic taste. The geographical space on the right side of the Huxiang River contains
geographical imagery and scenery that embody the cultural ideas of practicality, seclusion, and exile,
transcending regional limitations and embodying his profound rural sentiment. The geographical space
writing of the Western Regions clearly reflects the nourishment of the spirit of Zhou Xiantan by the capital
and Hunan geographical space, reproduces the history of Zuo Zongtang's recovery of Xinjiang, and
together with the vast and magnificent natural scenery of the frontier, shapes the heroic image of the
Western Expedition army, demonstrating his smooth intention to be reused in the end. The travelogue that

his itinerary involves highlights his positive attitude towards social change and the advanced Western
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technology that has shaped a large number of natural and cultural landscapes, reflecting Zhou Xiantan's

patriotism in a special era of constant turmoil and frequent troubles.

Key words: geospatial; Capital; Huxiang; Western regions; Chronicle of poetry
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