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Abstract

After the 17th century, Europe entered the era of capitalism. The nature of society and
the relations of production in Europe changed. Employment relations of man and production
relations of currency as instruments of operation emerged. With the industrialization
revolution, Europe improved the material wealth accumulation of the capitalist society
through the innovation of production technology. The great changes in the relations of
production and productivity brought a series of changes in people's social relations. As an
important carrier of human social relations, marriage mode continues evolving with the
changes of productivity. From the birth of Marxism, the subject of marriage and family had
been concerned by Marx and Engels. Human love, marriage and family were interpreted in
the context of social production relations and productivity from the perspective of historical
materialism. As an important part of Marxist theory, Marx and Engels' thought about marriage
awakened the public's marriage consciousness to a certain extent. It also helps to construct the
harmonious marriage relationship of socialism with Chinese characteristics at this stage.

This paper is divided into six parts. The first part is the introduction. It mainly introduces
the background of the paper, the significance of research, research methods, research context
and innovation shortcomings. It systematically analyzes and comments on the marriage
theories of Marx and Engels at home and abroad. The second part analyzes the marriage
thought of Marx and Engels has inherited and went beyond other idologist' theory of the
capitalist society at that time, which includes Hegel's marriage thought, utopian socialist
marriage thought and Morgan's marriage thought. This paper explores the Marxist view of
marriage and its contemporary value. The third part analyzes the content of Marx and Engels'
marriage thought in  detail. First of all, Marx and Engels' materialism related to the thought
of marriage and family is expounded. Secondly, Marx and Engels' critique of the logic of
marriage in capitalist society is summarized. Finally, the ideal marriage model of Marx and
Engels is discussed, which includes Marx and Engels' discussion on the marriage ethics of
individual marriage and the function of family. The fourth part compares the marriage thought
of Marx and Engels with the marriage thought prevailing in the west. The connotation
difference between Marx and Engels' marriage thought and other western marriage thoughts is
expounded. It shows the advanced and scientific marriage thoughts of Marx and Engels. The
correctness and positive significance of choosing marxist marriage thought as the guiding
ideology for people to deal with marriage and family problems in China are shown. The fifth
part is the combination of reality and theory. The contemporary value of Marx and Engels'
thoughts on marriage is discussed. The sixth part summarizes the whole article.

This paper analyzes in detail the thoughts of marriage and family in the Marxist

theoretical system from various aspects. It creatively proposed Marx and Engels' logical



structure based on the 19th century productive forces and relations of production, which is the
marriage thought of love, marriage and family. Material condition is the basis of marriage
pattern confirmation. Love builds the natural ethics of man and woman's marriage and family.
Marriage can connect love and family. Family is the social expression entity of love and
marriage. A balance between natural and social attributes could promote the ideal communist
marriage model. This paper discusses the contemporary value of Marx and Engels' marriage
thought from the perspective of Marxism Sinicization, and constructs the path of harmonious
marriage of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: Marx, Engels, marriage thought, contemporary value
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