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Abstract

Percival Lowell, born into a puritan noble family in Boston, USA, is renowned worldwide for
predicting the existence of Pluto. However, what is often overlooked is that Lowell was also a diplomatic
secretary and traveler with profound insights into the East. In the 1860s, as the Second Industrial
Revolution was sweeping through the West, Japan, after the “Black Ships Incident”, was determined to
emulate the West and thus the “Meiji Restoration” emerged. During this period, some western travelers and
scholars were able to visit Japan, and they wrote various travelogues, opening up the western world’s
cognitive vision of the mysterious East. During that period, Lowell made several trips to Japan, and wrote
three travelogues after living there for several years. His works contain many academic observations of
Japan, covering aspects such as national character, religious culture, social systems, and language arts.
Particularly, his “The Soul of the Far East” caused a sensation in the West upon its release, drawing global
attention to Japan.

However, Lowell’s travelogues have not received sufficient attention from the academic community so
far. Travelogues are the battlefield for ideological struggles during cultural exchanges, and researches
centered around them are indispensable for further exploring the cultural stances of both sides. Therefore,
this article is based on the historical context of Lowell’s life, taking his three travelogues as the entry point,
and using text analysis method to unlock the narrative patterns and styles of his Japanese writings, which
can help analyze his cognitive attitude towards Japan from the text and summarize his “view of Japan”.

This article, including the introduction, is divided into four chapters. The introduction begins with
Lowell’s basic background, reviewing the research situation of his Japanese travelogues at home and
abroad, exploring the available research perspectives and spaces, and further pointing out the research
value and method structure of this article. The introduction lays the foundation for the first chapter’s
analysis of Lowell’s Japanese writings. The first chapter mainly focuses on the Japanese writings in his
three travelogues “The Soul of the Far East” “Noto” and “The Occult Japan” from the aspects of scenery,
ethnicity, and religious culture, which also combines the background of the explosive development of
travelogue creation in the 19th century and Lowell’s personal interests and choices to further understand his
“painting-like” gaze and top-down perspective on Japan’s exotic charm, concluding that Lowell believed
the Japanese nation was a “childish” civilization. The second chapter mainly explores the narrative
characteristics of Lowell’s travelogues, discussing them from three aspects: the internal focalization
narrative perspective, the spatial writing mode, and the impressionistic romantic writing style. It is not
difficult to see that Lowell regarded Japan as an “album” of Eastern exotic symbols and attempted to
categorize it. Based on the foundation of the first two chapters and the overall grasp of the travelogue
content, the third chapter attempts to summarize the “view of Japan” of Lowell’s travelogues from an
orientalist perspective. It combines Lowell’s personal experiences and external environmental factors to
trace and sort out the formation and development of his view of Japan from a genetic perspective,
attempting to ponder some inspirations for cross-cultural communication and creation from Lowell’s

Japanese writings.

Key words: Percival Lowell; Travelogues; Orientalism; Genealogy; Japanese writing
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® LOWELL P. Occult Japan,or the Way of the Gods: An Esoteric Study of Japanese Personality and Possession[M]. Boston
& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 207.

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 15.

' LEHT B AR SEAR s2[M]. SR, P, i B A RIS AR HERE, 1988:229-330,

O K R PRECA A S B [M]. 2, % L e A R H AR R 2014:122.
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® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 20-26.

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 5.

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 36.

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 38.

© LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East{M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 195

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far Eas{[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 213.

® LOWELL P. Occult Japan, or the Way of the Gods: An Esoteric Study of Japanese Personality and Possession[M]. Boston
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® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East{M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 80.
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© LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 83.
® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East{M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 86.
® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 92.
® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far Eas{[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 121.
® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[]M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 138.

17



F—F BERNBEAZITRAX A AAFAFHEFMILL

WBURINSY “ HAR NSRRI B RE N HNBEAE SR E— BT 7, Al B e i A
HMIR, “ERMEBRIIRAAK, KV AR X AR B A, (E I
BB S BRI e HA NG —Fioet B PR MAMRr S N BE 77, — F 53 ER
A B MR A PR, XA BYER— KEERIE. ” “BBUREE T HA
N R E RE ST, (EARLE RS RN L B AR B B 1 5 v 7 AR IRV e AT
TERMERMEHER, il o B g = R NSO R SRR, H AT I 7% 5 057 s
HA B EE R IR “ 05 MR MR H RRIE G . ShAE. EANUESE . RN, ¥
IRIEE G A B PEHE 28 I HE I XA HA N ZEARMARIE, RIAA AL —
Fi 5 R AR AR AL (AL 2 2R, 2 RS SRR B IR A g (1. HAAZ NI RE i aE
E, MWEARTIRBEE N RARIEATER, HAERENECE 7K, R
TN A B DA I plr i i 2 A, AN

BV BUR IS5 8 BE U™, SEMTEm © BTG : WA B3, HARANEZARTS
T (14 A5 R N A 32 208 K8 R AR S 28 5 T BT — R A, AR 5 KPR g 5 48
RS, PO MERZEARKEEA TR Z R TT. WEURN T 3 R IETSE T Y
CERZAME” BRI EEAT N H A N ERZ AR ) GEEIMAS B =MD IR TR A
AT AR, 8BRS AR B B EAERAR AR S M R AT — 2 1
T,

W BUR YT H I IR H AR YEe s b 1, A& b i mAINE R . 3EUR s H
A (IR s P LR SRR (RIS HeAte G S04k 55 98 7 S A e Bty SR IR S A 4]
R R G A B A HAR P ERES TS5 M W A H A RO 1 4
AR DR 2 B RS Al BB ——AR R 0 AT AR H A 24
N—AEIER . AT R AR, AL g, s (bR RS Rt
RFEHT , WA —E AR CER . MR 7S 7 St 1 7877 72 ST i 4
s R LI 5 B SO et

15 H A BIA I AQ R B SRR TS BRI “ BAER 7 AR IE H ARG 2 5 et
PAL. FEEE T T 1885 RAE (N EHik) AR I EAM (BIR) , fbEEREN
HARSCHIME T T 45 “SHZ8E, EATTIE LLERF T E 2 bk
AN, 5 A] RS P 5 2 SO R R IERER . 7 et E L SRR oy KT . Ul
ABUFBIEI AR T GEARZ) A, EFIHRBUR “SCULHERE” AR
Fi LN BRI T 450 S AR HASCHS BUR RIS S e 2 A 60, AR 7
HIERHA, EEEURFCH S RN T HAHER AL RE AL, e 7
JBRPE TR BB E

T LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 216.
Y KRG AR MR S U, 1975:512.

18



F—F BERNBEAZITRAX A AAFAFHEFMILL

= REL X RUESIEFBRIBREY

EBURME T AEFHEE A “REER” HA, HoOE d FEAEMMBERES
R ZARIA . £ GRARZE) o, M P DA F 2532, XA,
B VORI “HRIE S RE R H A RO A0 b B DR AT T i s sk, 7 ©

& BUR A R AETE BAE R IR R R ook 2 B X B2 2B 1225, i N HE S EEPERT
XTI, X e g ta A ACGR BB TR FE 0. ABRIR 2, FERT ORI TE 2000
AR, &R RIS A R N S F B R A [ 7 T VRV e A A it
ITHEANE SR, M AN T IE S (miracle) « fb& (incarnations)  HSE{H R
&8 (pilgrim club) . ¥4 4#4: (Shrine of Ise) ZEWN %, HEH A SnEE. EEURLE
J\IE=F (Hachiman jinja) WZ258 = K&AFUE “TCTJEE” XFEEE: “IREEMEILERE R LS
SOREETFR. RIETK. SOH W RN RORER - R E KR AT. 7 °

B BURRESS D130 IR “ Fe3g RS 7 S48 XA 3 R W8 (1) ) 158 B B i o
HH R KB SRR AR, ZIHARHAN SR . O T AR T H A wiE
R BT Z, A5 28 AR B[R], kel o ) ik 5 B 2 T B A ARATT Y
U A

ERIRA T, MEEREEZF L EN . K Y L RE LI & W GUR IR 4
R, MIHRHAZLER, oo FicE A I SRS HE R TR G5, AW &L &
i, REEESZEHA. SN E RN HEANBERRESH, REX2KE, =
W A Z B R e, REREEMNIWASGANAE, WEERERELT &
i, MXABERATLHA. WAEFHHE AL TEUOTARS. ©

WBURSRIE LSRN S B2 Mg, KRB W E D, R EH
BE VAR E L RIFE AR FE 6 A BEE GGG, b EiE:

AERAEE, FAEASHRBLAE, FREAAL. #MEE. FREREH G KL,

EERE T H 87 A RBREWL - ANA AT EANAK B KR X
W, BEAREET A XTFHRr EFAITRAARFIEHEE - EARES RS

AHNRE——FI L F—— M —— T — TR LEAF EEHELELE

® LOWELL P. Occult Japan, or the Way of the Gods: An Esoteric Study of Japanese Personality and Possession[M]. Boston

& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 103.
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& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 181.

19



E—8 EEURMARZITRAAX L BAFRFMLFRILT
B——HMMER e E Ak, HELXSRUEEBEFRLAHS.

XFEVE R I R AR R . IS BURRFE I 1 A BGUAT I e LA,
B BT R R B R, JRILEEAE — KBS Pt AT B AR B L e A IR B
7, WA B OVLE AR B B L 0BT TN R IR RS T A A
MBI .« AEX DR E FIBE 2 R Z) ML) K, B RE 2 A A .
FERXAHOLT, RESRIEE Y AIE, e BRI SPIER, ZKRAAN A4 LB
IZRVE. Schr b, ARUTAGHLE L5, 7 PR BB SRR 53
IRTE GEARZE) kT “HARBRAESRZ " BRI~ 4 TN, ROAEIXFE— 4
EHIEEE, RN B BRE IR ARSI AT AME 4. Mt se s 7 iXA4>
SERG, HESHAR VGRS T H A B EARMBRES N b, XA T A
AP 7 1 TE R AR A 1 A A

RACRAS B A &I R, wERER— B, HE TR KB H KT LR RGN EE

BT B AL, eeeee ERXMATREREBRERZE, REFANEFFFEEN. RAEE
HEEMZEZE, FELSMTEEARS. M EFERZ: EM FTEF,

ReUF 77 RERZW EFO AR, EEAT-MRIERS. IRRSEEXAA &
LA IR, B, KAEMTFER. ©

fibef AP A B A FR SRR B 5 RUREL (Jean-Martin Charcot) XHEEAE Y L
it s 5 i [F) L2 0, RS BUA SR B DY “ ARITA O E” IESE,  AiE B A oy
AT, MR AR ) R BRI AP R BUR S B
(K] FIRH 2 SR 32 SORMEFIFFRE ™ LEIZRIOUbR N g T 7S o

[FIF, ¥ BURRAE AN B RSTE Caml I, BEARZ A0 MO8 “Jliniz Rig” 15
B, MJCHL U AE R AN AR (G GRFERL) R ONETIRT D, K
HEREFEAT “HIMEt” Mfgse:

ETREMENAL, THEREFALESARGHREITENEATEMNT, L
Af. A%, &, AefR; Bz, EMAER. TRMRZEW—, XL
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& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 180.
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(representations of space) , FRIMNHFIVRE TE B4 2 (8 ) Fh RMES AL AR “RAE
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A A RAE AR T B T 7 5 B 1 BT .
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flt AR B SRS T —Fhth R S AR e, bR ARIE T 2 ] BL4E R G4 AL
I o

FERCR)ZH b, BURKH —M “EZERAE” )75 AR AR A H R . X —Ff
WA E . BN HRIE &S P 5RETIE. IR T HEER R “5EK
7”7 (Montage) , {HRRHE RO R LPEZ 4, HmEmsmmegett. A5 T1
JE T ¥ BURIE B A TR Z R En S E vt , MiAFh RS S, a4 iiE 2] 7R
FEIGRH ARSI, bk T A, . PUHE. FE2E7 VAR RS B
FEIRAE SE B R, ARk e | R BEEEAILNE, B HE. HERRES. AR
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® LEFEBVRE H. The Production of Space[M]. trans. Donald Nicholson-Smith. Oxford: Blackwell. 1991: 30.

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 129.

® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East{[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 119.

© LOWELL P. NOTO: An Unexplored Corner of Japan[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1891: 37.
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AT o SRR I RE T, MEE B R OE 1y RERE A ST 7 23 [] Y38 5¢
W, PR A SO B AU e LA 1 2 1A 4 1 7 S A ER R R ) R AR
A2 T LA R, ¥ 32 205 ZEROR S FE a3 NS 18] ARV R & 51 3. BE AR H -
“PER SR ED AR, RARBI RS ESRE. AT By 2
RALPER SO P A 22 6], DARAMABERR S R 6] dhar . SCAREAAR 2 Ta] 1Y
KFRe 7 URT CHFBET WE, AN USSR R EE, R
W A SR BIEVERAL, RN T BRSSO S S ] AR B KN e
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5 RAEPE R AR

W BURLETFC AL 2 AR A 1A 2 e CRIRR A HAS) R anEiuth

® TALLY Jr R T. Topophrenia: Place, Narrative, and the Spatial Imagination[M]. Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
2019: 131.
PO SO B S (R T A I B M [ 40 SO 9T,2020,2:39.
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BT RAE SR JE o W BUR B R B RHIE U O H AR N A TR ISR, CA F R 2
AR BRLE, M2 A&RE OARKKEM, SOy LG ST,
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£ CHRER HAY Ja 80, #BUR S 1B TR TE A AR H A R AR

® LOWELL P. Occult Japan, or the Way of the Gods: An Esoteric Study of Japanese Personality and Possession[M]. Boston

& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 129.

® LOWELL P. Occult Japan, or the Way of the Gods: An Esoteric Study of Japanese Personality and Possession[M]. Boston

& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 72.

® LOWELL P. Occult Japan, or the Way of the Gods: An Esoteric Study of Japanese Personality and Possession[M]. Boston
& New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1895: 148-150.
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I BUR I WA H T RBUY “ R IAKE 7, AbE Xk S WL AL Ve S S
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REVHA K, LM —®, REETARTE, - ERLR L EF, Al

VORI - B ST« R A E I RTINS 5 HARMY S A, U5 R PR B AL PR AR, 2017:5.
® BISLAND E. The Life and Letters of Lafeardio Hearn[M]. Boston: Houghton, Mifin Co, 1906: 200.
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RN TS BUR A R ERHE S 928, ARG SE R RS AR, BRI
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B A% 33 1] OO0 AR B2 RS, e 2R BTG SAC R L, (4 2 I Wk Hh
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BRANRE Y, BEeEO, HEBIO, REHHHE L AR DE T eI
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© LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East{M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 9.
E HEARN L.The Life and Letters of Lafcadio Hearn,V.14[M]. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1922: 87.
® LOWELL P. NOTO: An Unexplored Corner of Japan[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1891: 80.
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WRAESHENERT, CAZBILATE - MEFREHOE, KRRES R
Wik EAN. ©

BUR LA BT “biiE” Qs R (i s 1 5 R e S S N 5, At e il
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® LOWELL P. NOTO: An Unexplored Corner of Japan[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1891:
114-115.
® LOWELL P. NOTO: An Unexplored Corner of Japan[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1891: 131.
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7 EPKRBUR « As LIRS $ MKk R Az B B AL 5 = L2007,

— ——

33



F=F BERHBEENR BAFRFHMEFMIL

(panopticon) HIG RFEAEAT “ S 3 7 o IEWHTHERANEE, AT 3 5k b
SRR RS ARAE RA TR 2 (R R BIE 2, e Oy — Pl B 9 R 0%E ) 10 HoAA S 4
(R RN G, E FH R REBR K, AR NS 2 AR 1 2 8] BT B T iR 5
BRI . FEFEMRERE B, RIS ER—TTHET AR 2R, SO T e N AR
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® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East{M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 5.
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" LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East
® LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East
? LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East

[M]. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 13.
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, [
“ LOWELL P. The Soul of the Far East[
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[

. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 9.

. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 14-15.
. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 32.

. Boston & New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1888: 38.

. Boston & New York: Houghton Miftlin Company, 1888: 213.
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