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Abstract

Taking Northeast China as Method as its core proposition, this thesis conducts its research on the basis
of existing academic achievements in the field. Most existing studies examine New Northeast Chinese
Literature within the framework of new developments in regional literature, and while they have laid a solid
theoretical foundation for the field, there remains ample room for in-depth and systematic elaboration on the
core tension between its strong locality and broad universality from the perspective of creative ontology. On
this basis, this thesis takes the representative works of key writers including Shuang Xuetao, Ban Yu and
Zheng Zhi as its research samples, and attempts to construct a poetics interpretive system for Northeast China
as Method on the basis of extending and deepening relevant theoretical achievements.

The core argument of this thesis is that the essential feature of New Northeast Chinese Literature lies in
its completion of a critical aesthetic transformation. By suspending "Northeast China" from a fixed
geographical origin of literary writing into a floating signifier, the literature transforms Northeast China from
an object of literary depiction into a methodological lens for understanding the social transformation of
contemporary China. This transformation enables the works to be both rooted in the unique historical
experience of the old industrial bases in Northeast China, and perceptive of the shared transformation
memory of the whole society in the process of China’ s market-oriented reform. They not only depict the
structural changes following the collapse of the industrial identity of the "eldest son of the Republic", but
also touch upon the universal spiritual dilemmas and common structure of feeling that Chinese society has
faced since the reform and opening up.

This thesis adopts a research method that combines close internal textual reading with the investigation
of external social and historical context, and unfolds its argument along three core paths: First, through
genealogical research on the laid-off worker literature of the 1990s, it clarifies the generative context and
narrative essence of New Northeast Chinese Literature. It points out that the core narrative driving force of
the literature is not the representation of Northeast regional customs, but the contemporary common structure
of feeling of loss, resilience and pursuit in the postmodern context, and the "Northeast China" in the works
is a floating signifier co-constructed by intergenerational post memory, media operation and academic
naming. Second, taking the 1990s as Method as the core clue, it reveals that New Northeast Chinese
Literature is not a passive documentary of the history of the laid-off wave. Instead, it is a reconstruction of
transformation history completed by post-1980s writers from the perspective of the second generation, based

on the indirectly inherited traumatic memory of their parents’  generation, through which the local laid-off



trauma of Northeast China is transformed into a universal allegory of individual dignity, survival predicament
and intergenerational reconciliation. Finally, focusing on the dual construction mechanism of the "Northeast
Allegorical Space", it analyzes how the geographical coordinates of Northeast China are freed from the
constraints of physical space and turned into a spatial allegory carrying multiple propositions of modernity
from the two dimensions of historical allegorization and spatial allegorization. This ultimately enables the
aesthetic realization of Northeast China as Method in literary texts, and fulfills the leap from regional writing
to a universal allegory of human existence.

This study breaks through the traditional paradigm of regional literature research, and clarifies the
complete creative logic of New Northeast Chinese Literature from local writing to universal expression. It
provides systematic theoretical reference and creative paradigm for how local writing in contemporary
Chinese realistic literature can break through regional limitations and achieve universal humanistic care.
Key words: Northeast China as Method; New Northeast Chinese Literature; 1990s; Structure of Feeling;

Allegorical Space
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