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Abstract

In human society, gender relationship are the most fundamental relationship between people. Gender
relationship contain rich social, historical, and cultural connotations, which are important elements used by
many writers in their creations and are also a hot topic of concern for researchers. Nadine Gordimer's
multiple and mixed identities make the gender relationship in her novels unique: race, gender, colonial
history and other elements are organically combined, and the individual family society hierarchy is distinct.
This thesis mainly focuses on the five most representative novels of Nadine Gordimer, namely, 4 Sport of
Nature, My Son's Story, None to Accompany Me, The Pickup, and Get a Life. This thesis is divided into
three chapters, in addition to the introduction and conclusion.

The first chapter describes the expression of gender relationship in Gordimer's novels, starting from
the dimensions of body and desire, marriage and family. It can be seen that the gender relationship in
Gordimer's novels is imbalanced in the most fundamental physical dimension, and the desire expression
and sexual behavior of both genders are utilitarian. Due to the influence of the concepts of "Sex surpasses
Love" and "Accidental love", both genders in Gordimer's novels either succumb to sexual desires or pursue
material desires. In this imbalanced state, female roles are always able to occupy an active position in
gender relationship. The imbalance in physical dimensions also leads to negative impacts on gender
relationship within the family, which is the fundamental unit of society. The eyes blinded by lust become
clear under the harsh reality; The "Extramarital affair" causes the breakdown of the originally harmonious
marital relationship, and also affects the marriage concept and sexual orientation of children. In Gordimer's
novels such as None to Accompany Me and The Pickup, it can also be seen that Gordimer's own life and the
relationship between her parents have had an impact on shaping the roles and relations of both genders.

The second chapter discusses the gender relationship and subject in Gordimer's novels. The imbalance
in physical dimensions, family discord, and the breakdown of marriage have led to a trend towards
exploring external social reality in both genders. Due to the influence of Western traditional culture,
Gordimer, in portraying the exploration process of both genders in his novels, drew inspiration from the
main theme of "the Picaresque Novel" and also made corresponding innovations. In Gordimer's novels,
both genders, through independent choice or forced escape, exile themselves and become "Wanderers". But
they also found themselves and reconstructed their subject by participating in the liberation movement,
"Repositioning” their identity, and "Erasing" their gender. The identity of "White South Africans Woman
writer" makes Gordimer a person who mixes multicultural elements. Through an examination of the
cultural logic behind Gordimer's identity, it is found that Gordimer and her novels, as the subject of creation,
are in the conspiratorial relations between literature and colonial history, that is, Gordimer's creative
process and her novels can be seen as part of the history of South Africa's apartheid. The contradiction
between colonization creation and intellectual responsibility that arose from this also ran through
Gordimer's entire creative career.

The third chapter analyzes the gender relations and power issues in Gordimer's novels from three
levels: text, author creation, and external reality. In his novel, Gordimer portrays the impact of real-life
prohibitions on both genders across races, and the ways in which power is presented within and between
races in the novel vary: "From scratch”, "Innate", and "Power return". The manifestations of power are
more covert and diverse. Gordimer's creative level is influenced by external power factors and shows more

intentional choices when dealing with gender relationship. The form of sexual relations between "White



men and Black women" has become a taboo in Gordimer's novel creation. Overall, Gordimer exhibits a
positive attitude when dealing with racial gender relationships, while his approach to interracial gender
relationship appears more restrained.

Key words: Nadine Gordimer; gender relationship; subject; power
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