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Abstract

Among contemporary military writers, Lu Yiping’s fictional style stands out as unique. His long-term
creative practice rooted in the western frontier regions endows his fiction with a distinctive characteristic:
the construction of spatial narrative through embodied individual experience. Simultaneously, this practice
imbues his works with a profound exploration of regional spirit. From the perspective of spatial
narratology, this dissertation conducts a systematic and theoretical study of Lu Yiping’s fictional oeuvre,
aiming to explore how he transforms his unique personal spatial experiences into the poetic narrative form
of his novels. His core experiences are primarily manifested in two aspects: first, a geographical
displacement spanning a vast distance from the Sichuan Basin to the Pamir Plateau; second, a military
experience lasting over two decades. These unique individual experiences not only provide thematic
resources for his writing but are also internalized as a fundamental cognitive model, leading to a conscious
innovation in the expression of spatial forms within his narrative, and ultimately culminating in his
distinctive poetic style. The internal logic of this transformative process and its resultant aesthetic and
cultural effects constitute the central focus of this study.

By integrating Lu Yiping’s personal life trajectory, this dissertation systematically examines the
transformative mechanisms of spatial experience in his novels, the multi-dimensional construction of
narrative space, the specific practices of formal techniques, and the ultimately generated aesthetic and
cultural values. The research indicates that Lu Yiping’s “spatial displacement” from the Sichuan Basin to
the Xinjiang plateau, along with his profound bodily experience as a “walker,” has precipitated into a
psychological schema of spatial cognition, which is then transformed into the narrative form and aesthetic
style of his fiction. This enables his fictional creation to transcend the conventional categories of military
literature or regional literature, constructing within the text a dynamically generated narrative field where
natural, social, and psychological spaces intertwine. Concurrently, through the application of spatial
narrative techniques such as “theme-juxtaposition” “fragmentation” and “temporal-spatial interweaving”
he achieves a modernist expression of history, memory, and the predicaments of existence.

Taking Lu Yiping’s novels as its research object, this dissertation consists of three parts: an
introduction, a main body divided into four chapters, and a conclusion. The introduction clarifies the
rationale for selecting this topic, points out the high compatibility between the frontier characteristics of Lu
Yiping’s work and spatial narrative theory, reviews the current state of related research, defines core
concepts, and outlines the research approach and methodology. The main body comprises four chapters.
Chapter One starts from the roots of his creative work, analyzing Lu Yiping’s geographical displacement

from “lowland to highland” and his military “walking” experience, demonstrating the embodied and



internalized nature of his spatial perception, and revealing the individual foundational experiences that
shaped his spatial narrative perspective. Chapter Two delves into the texts, systematically analyzing the
multi-dimensional construction of “mythical natural space,” “social disciplinary space,” and
“psychological projective space” within the novels, explaining how various types of space function as
active forces participating in the narrative, shaping characters, and carrying thematic weight. Chapter
Three focuses on narrative form, exploring how Lu Yiping employs techniques such as multi-threaded
juxtaposition, fragmented narration, and temporal-spatial interweaving to practice spatial-formal narration,
thereby breaking linear temporality and constructing a meaningful whole that requires the reader’s active
participation. Chapter Four elucidates, from the perspectives of aesthetics and cultural value, the deep
integration of embodied experiential content and spatial formal structure, a key factor in the uniqueness of
Lu Yiping’s literary work. His creations are extremely “thingly” (or grounded) in experiential content,
manifesting a somatic realism based on authentic bodily experience, which endows his works with
emotionally stirring power and intellectual depth. Simultaneously, his formal structures are highly
experimental, demonstrating a conscious innovative spirit. These narrative techniques construct the
intellectual dimension and aesthetic complexity of the text, allowing his work to be both rooted in specific
regional experiences and attain a universal height of modern literary art. The conclusion summarizes the
overall characteristics of Lu Yiping’s novels, namely, reconstructing narrative through spatial thinking and
bearing intellectual inquiry through formal experimentation. It points out that his unique geographical
embodiment and dual experience of reshaping are the fundamental reasons for the formation of these

characteristics, reflecting an overarching feature where spatial thinking prevails over temporal thinking.

Key words:Lu Yiping; Spatial Narratology; Spatial Form; Embodied Experience
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