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Abstract

Anchored in the overarching mission of forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation,
this study is situated against the backdrop of the deepening advancement of the Belt and Road Initiative and
the national drive to enhance the international communication capacity of Chinese culture. Within this
context, International Chinese Language Education is evolving beyond a relatively singular cultural model,
expanding into the realm of diverse regional cultures. As the core area of the Silk Road Economic Belt,
Xinjiang boasts intangible cultural heritage that represents treasures of Chinese culture, jointly created by
its various ethnic groups through long-term interaction, exchange, and integration. This heritage vividly
embodies the pattern of "pluralistic integration” within Chinese culture. However, current cultural
instruction within International Chinese Language Education for international students in Xinjiang faces
prominent issues characterized by an emphasis on "general Chinese culture over regional culture" and
"display over experience." While students demonstrate strong cognitive interest in Xinjiang’s regional
culture, pedagogical practice remains constrained by the contradictory reality of "high interest but limited
exposure and superficial experience." There exists a notable deficit in guiding students toward the
recognition that "the cultures of all ethnic groups belong to the broader Chinese culture," which risks
engendering cultural cognitive biases. Consequently, the educational transformative efficacy of regional
cultural resources has yet to be fully realized.

This study focuses on the core question: "How can Xinjiang’s intangible cultural heritage be
effectively integrated into Chinese language education for international students in Xinjiang?" It employs a
mixed-methods approach, combining literature analysis, questionnaire surveys, comparative analysis, and
analytical induction. First, literature review clarifies the unique value and adaptive logic of Xinjiang ICH as
a teaching resource. Second, a questionnaire survey of 226 international students across universities in
Xinjiang precisely maps their current cultural exposure, cognitive preferences, and learning needs. Finally,
based on empirical data and theoretical analysis, a systematic and actionable integration pathway is
constructed.

Empirical research indicates that international students in China exhibit a strong cognitive interest in
the intangible cultural heritage (ICH) of Xinjiang; however, their actual access to such culture remains
limited. Existing cultural activities are predominantly superficial, focusing on observation rather than deep
engagement, and have thus fallen short of students' expectations regarding deeper cognitive objectives,

such as "enhancing cultural understanding" and "acquiring professional knowledge." To address this gap,



students express a strong desire for three key improvements: in-depth interactions with ICH bearers
(inheritors), the development of specialized language learning materials, and the systematic integration of
ICH content into the regular language curriculum.

Building on the empirical findings above, this study proposes a practical implementation system
centered on "deep student experience."  Regarding curricular integration, a dual-track framework is
established, combining "language skills instruction"  with "specialized elective courses,"  featuring
tiered content aligned with HSK proficiency levels to achieve an organic fusion of cultural learning and
linguistic objectives. For practical teaching, a three-tiered experiential network—comprising "ICH
workshops, cultural weeks/months, and study tours to heritage sites"—is designed to shift students from
"passive viewing"  to "active inquiry."  Finally, in terms of support systems, the study advocates for the
development of graded textbooks, such as the Xinjiang Intangible Cultural Heritage Reader, and the
establishment of a "dual-teacher collaboration"  mechanism to provide essential resources and human
resource safeguards for implementation.

The pathway constructed in this study remains consistently oriented toward the fundamental goal of
forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation. It aims to facilitate international students'
understanding of an authentic, multi-dimensional, and panoramic  image of Xinjiang, China. Furthermore,
this research provides empirical references for the field of International Chinese Language Education
regarding how to transform distinctive cultural resources into systematic teaching content. It also offers
replicable practical solutions for universities in Xinjiang to enhance the quality of cultural education for

international students and effectively tell the stories of Xinjiang, China.

Key words: Intangible Cultural Heritage of Xinjiang; International Students in Xinjiang; Cultural

Integration; Instructional Pathways
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