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Abstract

The image of laborers, a key theme in Chinese oil painting, encompasses social change, cultural
memory, and artistic expression. In today’s context where globalization and localization intertwine, this
image continues the realist tradition and reflects the spirit of the times. However, current academic research
on it, especially from a practical perspective, is still insufficient. This thesis uses the “Livelihood in
Diligence” series as a case study to analyze how contemporary oil paintings depict laborers. It aims to
bridge theory and practice, showing how art conveys social concern through visual language.

Chapter 1 is the introduction, covering the background, current research, methodology, and
innovations of the study. It emphasizes the need to explore contemporary oil painting through laborers’
images. Chapter 2 traces the development of laborer-themed oil paintings from their early days to the
present, across four stages. Chapter 3 uses case studies of several contemporary artists to compare how
rural and urban laborers are depicted, summarizing their styles and approaches. Chapter 4 focuses on the
“Livelihood in Diligence” series, analyzing its techniques like composition, color, and texture, to show how
it portrays laborers and conveys humanistic care.

By examining this series, the thesis enriches laborer image creation methods and offers insights for
future laborer-themed oil paintings. It also demonstrates how art can move beyond aesthetics to
communicate deeper values.

Key words: Contemporary Laborers; Image Research; Oil Painting Creati
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