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Abstract

From the late 1970 s to the early 1990 s, China gradually formed a set of cross-regional, cross-sectoral
and cross-cultural system operation exhibition mechanism under the background of reform and opening up,
and the exhibition has become an important medium for national cultural narrative. In this macro-cultural
and policy context, handicraft exhibitions in Xinjiang have been given multiple functions of displaying
national handicraft achievements, promoting cultural exchanges and shaping regional images. This thesis
takes Xinjiang handicraft exhibition held in China from 1978 to 1990 as the research object, regards Xinjiang
handicraft exhibition as a comprehensive visual cultural practice, and discusses its modeling language,
exhibition structure, spatial narrative and cultural symbol construction.

At the institutional level, the thesis combs the cultural support system composed of the national arts and
crafts exhibition in 1978, the national ethnic work exhibition in 1980 and the series of exhibitions in the
National Culture Palace, and points out that these national exhibitions have laid the foundation for the
narrative logic and visual framework of Xinjiang handicraft exhibition through the establishment of theme
design, display method and visual standard. Under the influence of this, the local institutions in Xinjiang
have formed a cross-departmental coordination mechanism, which makes the exhibition production show a
high degree of organization and specialization from the collection of handicrafts, visual presentation to spatial
layout.

In terms of the content of the exhibition, the thesis analyzes the modeling language and symbolic
structure of the exhibits according to the categories of utensils, etiquette, festivals, skills, and artistic re-
creation. It is pointed out that the exhibition in this period reorganized the multi-ethnic culture into a cultural
landscape that can enter the national discourse system through visual symbols such as folk patterns,
craftsmanship, and living utensils. The crafts in the exhibition are not only presented as material culture, but
also as visual symbols to participate in the reproduction of Xinjiang 's cultural image.

Spatial narrative is another important feature of Xinjiang exhibition. The visual organization of the
Xinjiang exhibition during this period showed a trend of transition from ' linear display 'to ' contextual space
". The exhibition design pays more and more attention to the atmosphere of the scene, the juxtaposition of
space, the hint of structure and the guidance of the path of the audience, so that the exhibition is no longer
just a list of objects in order, but a comprehensive space language to build a ' travelable ' cultural picture.
This kind of spatial strategy has obvious visual rhetoric function, strengthens the expression of regional image
through situational construction, and makes Xinjiang culture enter the audience experience in a more
perceptual way.

In addition, this thesis also analyzes the group of creators behind the exhibition, including handicraft



enterprises, arts and crafts professionals and folk art creators. By combing the exhibition production system
at that time, the cultivation mechanism of young craftsmen and the participation of individual artists, it is
pointed out that the exhibition is not only a display platform for craft objects, but also an important
institutional space for modeling language experiments and cultural identity shaping.

To sum up, the generation and dissemination of Xinjiang handicraft exhibitions from 1978 to 1990 is
the result of the joint action of national cultural strategy, art exhibition methods and regional cultural
resources. It not only participates in the visualization of national narrative, but also promotes the local
innovation of exhibition aesthetics, which provides a new research path for understanding Chinese exhibition
culture, art history and national visual communication during the period of reform and opening up.

Key words: National cultural narrative ; traditional handicrafts ; Xinjiang image building; cultural memory
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