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Abstract

Writing, as a language output process, is a comprehensive manifestation of language ability, pragmatic
ability, thinking ability and communicative ability. However, the current English writing teaching in junior
high school still exists the situation of neglecting the creation of thematic contexts and single teaching
activities, which leads to the poor richness of students’ writing content and low motivation for writing. The
English Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Education (2022 Edition) stipulates that the English
curriculum should be theme-centered, combining different types of discourse and integrating the use of
language knowledge, cultural understanding, language skills, and strategies for learning the language. The
thematic teaching model has become a new trend and reform direction of English teaching. Writing teaching
is an important language output link in English teaching and an important way for students to explore and
express the connotation of themes. Aiming at the current challenges facing English writing teaching in junior
high schools, this study adopts the thematic teaching model for writing teaching, aiming to explore the effects
of this model on junior high school students’ English writing ability and self-efficacy, and to put forward
corresponding teaching suggestions and ideas to promote the development of English writing teaching.

This study used the thematic teaching model for teaching English writing in junior high school, aiming
to investigate the effects of the model on students’ writing ability and writing self-efficacy, and thus to make
teaching suggestions. Based on the constructivism theory, scaffolding teaching theory, information
processing theory, and implicit pedagogy theory, and using research methods such as educational experiment,
test, questionnaire and interview research tools, this study conducted a three-month teaching experiment with
two classes totaling 83 students in the second grade of W Middle School in X City, Xinjiang. The study
consisted of two issues: first, to explore the effects of the thematic teaching model on students’ writing ability;
second, to explore the effects of the thematic teaching model on students’ writing self-efficacy.

On the basis of the experimental research, the data were collected and analyzed from writing tests,
questionnaires, and conversations, and it was found that the thematic teaching mode can effectively improve
junior high school students’ English writing abilities. In addition, junior high school students’ English writing
self-efficacy can be effectively enhanced through the use of thematic teaching methods. By analyzing the
results of the study, the implications of English writing in junior high school are as follows: first, stimulate
the initiative of learing language before writing, to improve writing abilities and self-efficacy. Second, regard
exploring the meaning of theme as teaching objective, to develop students’ thinking abilities.

Key words: the thematic teaching model; writing teaching; writing ability; writing self-efficacy
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