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Abstract

In the current context of deepening the reform of Chinese language curriculum and implementing the
cultivation of core competencies, thematic reading instruction, as an important approach to integrating
course content and enhancing students' reading literacy, has become increasingly prominent. However,
primary school Chinese thematic reading instruction still faces challenges in practice, such as vague
conceptual understanding, broad goal establishment, imbalanced content design, rigid teaching procedures,
and singular evaluation outcomes. Schema theory, as a core theory revealing the laws of individual
knowledge construction and cognitive processing, emphasizes the integrity, hierarchy, constructivism, and
dynamic development of cognitive structures, providing a scientific cognitive perspective and an operable
path to overcome the aforementioned challenges. In view of this, this study aims to systematically explore
the design and implementation of primary school Chinese thematic reading instruction under the guidance
of schema theory, in order to enhance the scientific nature and effectiveness of teaching.

Firstly, this study reviewed the research progress of schema theory and thematic reading instruction
both domestically and internationally through literature research, defined core concepts, and established the
theoretical foundation for the study. Secondly, using questionnaire and interview methods, a survey was
conducted among 227 fifth-grade students and 16 Chinese language teachers from X Primary School in S
City, to deeply analyze the current status, dilemmas, and their causes of thematic reading instruction in five
dimensions: philosophy, objectives, content, procedures, and evaluation. The study found that the teaching
dilemmas mainly stem from cognitive biases in philosophy, imbalances in objective establishment,
scattered content design, rigid teaching procedures, and singular evaluation effects. Based on the analysis
of the current situation, this study conducted an analysis on the appropriateness and necessity of applying
schema theory to thematic reading instruction in primary school Chinese language education. On this basis,
this study proposes five core strategies for applying schema theory to the design of thematic reading
instruction in primary school Chinese language education from five dimensions: utilizing the holistic nature
of schema to construct systematic thematic cognition, leveraging the hierarchical nature of schema to
precisely position teaching objectives, harnessing the dynamic nature of schema to scientifically integrate
reading resources, following the constructive nature of schema to innovate dynamic teaching procedures,
and anchoring the variable nature of schema to improve a diversified evaluation system.

To verify the feasibility of the strategy, this study takes the "National Sentiment" unit in the fourth unit
of the fifth-grade Chinese Language and Literature textbook (unified edition) as the research topic, and

conducts systematic teaching design and practice. The design encompasses six lesson types: "unit



introduction, text-to-text teaching, reading and writing linkage, classic literature introduction, independent
reading, and consolidation and presentation". It systematically plans the entire process from goal setting,
content integration, link design to evaluation implementation, and designs a series of supporting chemistry
worksheets. The teaching implementation results show that the teaching design based on schema theory can
effectively promote the systematic integration of students' thematic cognitive schemas, the effective
transfer of reading strategy schemas, stimulate students' learning autonomy and intrinsic motivation, and
promote the professional advancement of teachers' teaching design thinking. Reflecting on the
implementation process, this study also identifies issues such as insufficient theoretical transformation into
child-friendly language, a tendency towards patterned tool usage, and tension between system design and
practical conditions. Corresponding improvement strategies are proposed, including deepening the
"teaching-oriented" transformation of theory, promoting creative tool usage, and optimizing the
coordination of in-class and out-of-class resources.Through theoretical construction and practical
exploration, this study has initially formed a framework for thematic reading instruction in primary
school Chinese language education under the guidance of schema theory, providing frontline teachers with
design ideas that can be referenced.
Key words: Schema theory; Primary school Chinese; Thematic reading instruction; Instructional

design; Teaching Implementation
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