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Abstract

Paper-cutting art, as an important component of folk culture, was included in the list of China's
intangible cultural heritage in 2009, falling under the category of traditional fine arts among the ten major
classifications of China's intangible cultural heritage. This indicates its significant position in Chinese
traditional culture. "Military reclamation paper-cutting”" is an extension and innovation of Chinese paper-
cutting art. It has been passed down and developed in Xinjiang with the military since their entry, taking
military reclamation stories, integration of military and local areas, ethnic unity as one family, and the
development of modern military reclamation as its themes. It is a new form of art that records the stories of
military reclamation and border defense.

In the process of protecting and inheriting intangible cultural heritage, many scholars have proposed
the concept of intangible cultural heritage's visualized dissemination. As a recording method of visual
media, documentaries, with their characteristics of documentary and artistry, have taken on the
responsibility of recording and disseminating intangible cultural heritage. Against this backdrop, this design
aims to explore the story-telling narrative approach of intangible cultural heritage paper-cutting-themed
documentaries through the creation practice of the graduation project - the documentary "Paper-cutting
Life", and to examine the application value and ethical boundaries of AIGC technology as an auxiliary
narrative tool in this process. The story-telling narrative approach is expected to enhance the appeal and
impact of intangible cultural heritage paper-cutting documentaries.

This documentary centers on the thesis-cutting story of Ms. Hou, a thesis-cutting intangible cultural
heritage inheritor. Through story-telling expressions in character stories, narrative structure, voice-over, and
music, it tells four aspects of her life: learning thesis-cutting from her mother in her childhood, her father's
disapproval, her achievements in intangible cultural heritage thesis-cutting, and the inheritance and
development of thesis-cutting. Interspersed within are stories recalling her father's influence on her
personality and thesis-cutting career through Al-generated images, highlighting Ms. Hou's strength,
persistence, and tenacity in thesis-cutting, and conveying the craftsmanship spirit of intangible cultural
heritage inheritors and the charm of military reclamation intangible cultural heritage thesis-cutting.

Through the application of story-telling expression methods in practice, this study analyzes and
explains from three aspects: story-telling narrative methods, story-telling in camera language, and story-
telling in sound language. Practice and research show that in the era of the interweaving of new media and
intelligent technology, the story-telling turn of intangible cultural heritage paper-cutting documentaries is
an important path to enhance the communication effect and achieve intangible cultural heritage inheritance.
The story-telling narrative method, which takes real people's stories as the core, uses a modular narrative
structure as the framework, and uses AIGC technology as an auxiliary, can enhance the artistic appeal of
the work to a certain extent while adhering to the bottom line of documentary authenticity. At the same time,
the application of AIGC technology must strictly follow the principle of authenticity, and its generated
content should be rooted in detailed interview texts, only serving as a means to externalize subjective
memory and emotions, and not replacing the record of objective reality. This provides a referenceable
experience and reflection for how intangible cultural heritage documentaries can balance authenticity and
story-telling, as well as traditional expression and modern aesthetics under new technological conditions.

Key words: Intangible Cultural Heritage Documentary; Paper-cutting Art; Storytelling Narrative; AIGC
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