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Abstract

The English Curriculum Standards for Ordinary High Schools (2017 edition, revised in 2020)
explicitly proposes the development of students' English core competencies, emphasizing the synergistic
cultivation of writing ability and thinking quality. The continuation task, as a core question type in the new
Gaokao, provides an effective pathway for the integrated development of these two competencies. However,
current English reading and writing instruction in senior high schools faces problems such as hollow
writing content, flattened thinking, and the limited interactive alignment effect of the single-round
continuation model. As an optimized form of the continuation task, the multi-round continuation writing
model offers a new solution to these problems by strengthening the interaction between reading and writing
and the feedback loop. This study aims to investigate the implementation effects of the multi-round
continuation writing model in senior high school English teaching and to clarify its specific impact on
students' writing ability and thinking quality.

Based on the Input and Output Hypothesis, Interactive Alignment Theory, Constructivist Learning
Theory, and Bloom's Cognitive Theory, this study selected 100 students from two parallel classes in Grade
10 at S Middle School in X City as research participants. The experimental class (n=50) adopted the multi-
round continuation writing teaching model, while the control class (n=50) continued with the conventional
single-round continuation writing model. An 11-week teaching experiment was conducted. Employing
literature review, educational experiment, testing, questionnaire survey, and semi-structured interview
methods, the study explored two core questions: First, what is the impact of the multi-round continuation
writing model on senior high school students' English writing ability (accuracy, complexity, fluency)?
Second, what is its impact on their thinking quality (logicality, critical thinking, creativity)?

The findings are as follows: First, the multi-round continuation writing model significantly enhances
students' English writing ability. Overall, the post-test writing ability score of the experimental class was
significantly higher than that of the control class (p < 0.001). At the sub-dimension level, the experimental
class significantly outperformed the control class in accuracy, complexity, and fluency (p < 0.01).
Longitudinal comparison showed extremely significant improvements in the experimental class's overall
writing ability from pre-test to post-test (p < 0.001), with all three sub-dimensions also showing extremely
significant progress (p < 0.001). Second, the multi-round continuation writing model effectively promotes
the development of students' thinking quality. Overall, the post-test thinking quality score of the
experimental class was significantly higher than that of the control class (p < 0.05). At the sub-dimension
level, the experimental class scored significantly higher in critical thinking (p < 0.01) and creativity (p <

0.05); no significant difference was found in logicality between the two classes (p > 0.05). Longitudinal



comparison revealed significant improvements in the experimental class's logicality (p < 0.001) and
creativity (p < 0.01); critical thinking improved but did not reach a significant level (p > 0.05). The
significant within-group difference but non-significant between-group difference in logicality suggests that
both single-round and multi-round continuation can foster logical thinking, with the multi-round model
offering no additional advantage. The significant between-group difference but non-significant within-
group difference in critical thinking indicates that while the multi-round model can stimulate critical
awareness, its breakthrough development is difficult to achieve in the short term due to constraints from
textbook authority and scoring mechanisms. Interview results further confirmed that the multi-round
continuation writing model effectively enhances students' writing ability and thinking quality.

Based on the experimental investigation and analysis, this study offers three pedagogical implications:
First, optimize task design for multi-round continuation by selecting narrative materials aligned with
students' cognitive levels and constructing a gradient training system. Second, improve the three-
dimensional feedback mechanism of "self-assessment, peer-assessment, and teacher-assessment,"
strengthening evaluation criteria oriented towards thinking quality. Third, integrate thinking training tools
into continuation teaching to cultivate logicality, critical thinking, and creativity, ultimately achieving the
synergistic development of students' language ability and thinking quality.

Key words: multi-round continuation writing; senior high school English; writing ability; thinking

quality
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