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Abstract

In January 2025, the General Administration of Sport of China convened an ideological work
conference, identifying "fandom" governance as an urgent priority. Subsequently, Weibo issued an
announcement in response to this policy, dissolving all athlete-specific Super Topics. Although athlete
personal Super Topics—the core operational field of sports fandom—were officially disbanded, the
measure proved to be merely palliative rather than curative. Large-scale fans spontaneously established
alternative Super Topics to congregate core followers, thereby perpetuating the "fandom-ized" operational
model.

This study examines two Super Topics established by fans of table tennis athlete Sun Yingsha—"Little
Round Face Growing Towards the Sun" and "Round Face Cat Observation Diary",conducting a ten-month
participant observation to document fan interactions. And analyzes the construction, meaning-making, and
negotiation of Super Topic symbols based on Symbolic Interaction Theory.The dissertation comprises five
chapters: Chapter One introduces the research background and significance; Chapter Two crawls textual
data from both Super Topics, identifying community-specific symbols through high-frequency word
extraction, and examines their generative mechanisms and meaning-making processes; Chapters Three and
Four constitute the core analytical sections, focusing on internal and external interaction processes and
outcomes; Chapter Five reflects on the alienation of symbolic interaction theory in the algorithmic era and
proposes multi-stakeholder collaborative governance strategies for sports fandom from a symbolic
interaction perspective.

Key findings: At the symbol generation level, fans encode Sun Yingsha's native resources and
personality traits into symbols, constructing an idealized image of the athlete while creating exclusive
symbols to reinforce group identity and enhance collective operational efficiency. At the internal
interaction level, fans achieve meaning negotiation and community consolidation through homogeneous
symbol usage, radicalized symbol interpretation, and efficient symbol mobilization. At the external
interaction level, "solo stans" and "CP fans" compete for narrative authority over the idol, while
simultaneously engaging in symbolic confrontation with "rival" fan groups, thereby constructing rigid
hierarchical boundaries. Regarding interaction outcomes, "fandom-ized" interactions partially erode
sportsmanship; sports fan culture challenges and reconstructs traditional sports fandom, yet the two are not
irreconcilable—properly regulated sports fandom can positively empower sports culture.Based on these
findings, this study proposes optimization strategies for guiding fan symbolic interactions across four
dimensions: platform governance, the Cyberspace Administration of China (CAC), sports stars and their
management teams, and sports organizations and mainstream media, aiming to achieve benign coexistence

between sports fandom and sportsmanship.
Key words:Sports fan circle; Symbolic interaction; Sports fan culture; Weibo Super Topics
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