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Abstract

With the deepening of economic, cultural, and educational exchanges between China and Romania,
Chinese language education has gradually developed in Romania, with Confucius Institutes serving as key
platforms for local Chinese teaching. Overall, the number of Chinese learners in Romania continues to
grow, predominantly at the beginner level. Elementary Comprehensive Chinese courses, as foundational
language courses, bear the dual responsibility of building a systematic knowledge base and cultivating
communicative competence. The revised International Curriculum for Chinese Language Education
defines the core objective of Chinese courses as fostering learners’ integrated language proficiency. In
international Chinese language education research and practice, how to effectively enhance learners’
language application ability at the foundational stage has become an important issue. The interactive
teaching method emphasizes promoting both language input and output through multi-directional
interaction, providing richer practical contexts for language learning. However, how this method is
specifically implemented in Romanian elementary Chinese courses, the existing teaching problems, and
targeted optimization strategies remain to be explored.

Against this background, the study first employs a literature review to clarify the concepts and theories
related to interactive teaching and elementary comprehensive Chinese courses, and to provide an overview
of Chinese teaching at Confucius Institutes in Romania. On this basis, a questionnaire survey and
interviews were conducted with students and teachers of elementary comprehensive Chinese courses at five
Confucius Institutes in Romania to investigate the current classroom situation. The findings indicate that
the main problems include: imbalanced classroom interaction structure, insufficient student engagement,
weak integrated language skills, and low adaptability of teaching methods. The causes are primarily:
teachers’ adherence to traditional teaching concepts that emphasize knowledge transmission over
interactive practice; monotonous classroom activities with insufficient scenario design and emotional
support; mechanical and repetitive practice with a lack of effective connection between language
knowledge presentation and skill application; and significant learner differences with inadequate
implementation of differentiated instruction. Based on these findings, this study analyzes the necessity of
applying interactive teaching methods in this context from the perspectives of students, teachers, and
course objectives, and proposes corresponding teaching strategies. At the conceptual level, student-centered
approaches are emphasized, with careful planning of teaching and practice time, the construction of
multi-dimensional interaction systems, and optimization of classroom interaction structure. At the

implementation level, engaging activities are designed using local resources, error-tolerant incentive



mechanisms are established, and a positive classroom atmosphere is fostered. Scenario-based
communicative tasks are created to promote language skill development. Differentiated instruction and a
comprehensive evaluation system are also implemented to align teaching with students’ actual proficiency.
Finally, a comparative teaching experiment was conducted at the Confucius Institute of Transilvania
University of Brasov using the lesson “What is the date today”, with classroom observation, performance
comparison, and student interviews to assess the effectiveness of interactive teaching.

The results indicate that students in the experimental class outperform those in the control class in
terms of classroom participation, learning interest, and academic achievement. They are able to express
themselves naturally in communication, and their classroom experience is enhanced. Therefore, teaching
strategies based on the interactive method are feasible and effective. Teachers should adopt a
student-centered approach, construct a multi-dimensional interactive classroom, optimize activity design,
establish emotional support mechanisms, and integrate scenario-based tasks with differentiated instruction,
thereby promoting the transformation of language knowledge into integrated language proficiency.

Key words:Romania; Elementary Comprehensive Chinese Course; Interactive Teaching; Classroom

Interaction; Teaching Application Research
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