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Abstract

As a scholar who transitioned from being a writer to a critic, Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism combines
the rich experience and artistic sensitivity of a writer with the theoretical awareness and rational thinking of
a critic. Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism and literary creation formed a good interactive relationship. His
early critical activities almost developed simultaneously with his creation, while in the later period, due to
his rigorous attitude towards creation and the influence of the times, he turned to focus on literary criticism.
In his critical practice, Wu Zuxiang continued the pursuit of realism in literature, dared to speak frankly in
criticism, pursued objectivity and fairness, and took "truth" and "sincerity" as the core of his literary view.
Through a comprehensive review of Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism, it can be found that the formation and
development of Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism thought is an inevitable result of the combination of his
personal literary choices and artistic pursuits in a specific historical context and the ideological trends of
the times. Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism thought has undergone a dynamic development process of
continuous expansion and deepening. In the budding stage, it was mainly based on sensory cognition and
intuitive perception, gradually shifted to rational analysis and theoretical awareness in the development
stage, and finally formed a complete form of overall evaluation and system construction.

The theoretical connotation of Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism is extremely rich, mainly reflected in
the establishment of core standards and the construction of methodological theories. The standards of Wu
Zuxiang's literary criticism are based on the creative inheritance and reference of excellent literary criticism
theories at home and abroad throughout history, while also incorporating a writer's unique insights and
considerations on literature. He particularly emphasized that writers should have "qi shi" in their creation,
that is, profound inner cultivation and firm values, believing that this is a necessary prerequisite for creating
excellent works. At the same time, he attached great importance to "gu feng", emphasizing that the creation
of writers must contain strong personal emotions and unique passion. In addition, he also emphasized the
importance of "rong cai", believing that literature is the refinement and sublimation of life, and advocated
that writers should carefully select and process materials, pay attention to the ingenious weaving of plots
and the concise expression of language. Moreover, the construction of Wu Zuxiang's literary criticism
methodology always takes realism as the foundation, integrating Marxist literary theory with a broad
literary history perspective. These three methods interweave with each other, jointly constituting the unique
value of Wu Zuxiang's critical practice.

Wu Zuxiang's critical activities were active and in-depth, exerting significant influence on the history
of modern literary criticism. As a scholar with the triple identities of a writer, educator, and critic, Wu
Zuxiang's literary criticism demonstrated a diversified and unique character. His critical practice presented



the mutual infiltration and deep integration of his creative and critical views. His critical language broke
away from the dry reasoning of a pedant, ingeniously combining the humor and wit of a "countryman" with
the patient guidance of a university professor, presenting complex theoretical issues in an
easy-to-understand way. In summary, Wu Zuxiang's critical practice and theoretical exploration not only
achieved the modern interpretation of ancient literary theory, expanded the paradigm of modern Chinese
literary criticism, but also provided valuable experience and inspiration for contemporary literary criticism

practice.

Key words: Wu Zuxiang; Literary Criticism; Creative Experience; Triple Identity; Value Significance
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