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Abstract

With the advancement of the Belt and Road Initiative, the number of Central Asian students studying
in China has steadily increased, making the study of their Chinese acquisition patterns both academically
and practically significant. Temporal adverbs, as core function words expressing temporal meaning in
Chinese, are complex in system, fine in semantics, and flexible in pragmatics, posing particular challenges
for Central Asian learners.

This study systematically examines the error types and causes in the acquisition of Chinese temporal
adverbs by Central Asian students using Russian as a lingua franca, and proposes targeted pedagogical
strategies to enhance their learning outcomes. First, a comprehensive literature review was conducted to
summarize research on the definition, classification, syntax, and pragmatics of Chinese temporal adverbs,
identifying gaps and the need for focused investigation on Central Asian learners. Next, quantitative and
qualitative data were collected via questionnaires (123 wvalid responses from 65 students) and
semi-structured interviews with 9 representative learners to explore their understanding, use, and
difficulties with temporal adverbs. Error analysis was then performed on the collected learner data and
corpus-based interlanguage data, categorizing 1,200+ instances along syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic
dimensions and examining causes such as L1 transfer, target language complexity, textbook input,
individual learner factors, and cultural-cognitive differences.

Findings indicate systematic errors, with syntactic errors most prevalent (e.g., word order and conflicts
with aspect markers “le/guo” ), followed by semantic errors (e.g., confusion among near-synonymous
adverbs), and fewer pragmatic errors.

Based on these findings, pedagogical recommendations include implementing differentiated
instruction, optimizing textbook design with contextualized examples and varied exercises, employing
situational, explanatory, and contrastive teaching methods, and promoting learner autonomy with diverse

practice strategies.

Key words: International Chinese Education; Error Analysis; Central Asian Students; Chinese Temporal

Adverbs
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