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Abstract

This study is guided by the core competency of "Aesthetic Appreciation and Creation" established in
the Chinese Curriculum Standards for Ordinary Senior High Schools (2017 Edition, 2020 Revision),
focusing on drama teaching within senior high school Chinese education. It aims to systematically
investigate the existing challenges, their underlying causes, and potential pathways for improvement.
Drama, as a comprehensive genre integrating literary and artistic qualities, should serve as a crucial
medium for cultivating students' aesthetic literacy. However, current teaching practices, constrained by
various factors, have not fully realized its aesthetic potential.

To thoroughly examine these issues, this research adopts theories of Reception Aesthetics and
Experiential Learning as its foundation, constructing an analytical framework encompassing "Aesthetic
Perception, Aesthetic Appreciation, and Aesthetic Creation." A mixed-methods approach was employed,
integrating documentary analysis, questionnaire surveys, and classroom observations. Through systematic
literature review and dual-perspective surveys of both teachers and students, the study identifies three core
problems in current drama teaching: the passivization of aesthetic perception (where student experience
relies on external stimuli, lacking agency), the superficiality of aesthetic appreciation (where teaching
remains at the level of plot and theme, neglecting the formal characteristics of dramatic art), and the
formalization of aesthetic creation (where practical activities become mere performances devoid of genuine
artistic exploration). The root causes are primarily traced to the lack of an aesthetic evaluation mechanism
under examination-oriented pressures, insufficient support in teaching resources and pedagogical expertise,
and a gap between students' lived experience and the aesthetic demands of drama.

Based on this diagnosis, the study proposes a three-phase instructional strategy system centered on
"awakening students' subjective awareness." First, by creating immersive contexts and expanding students'
exposure to dramatic works, their aesthetic autonomy is stimulated, fostering aesthetic perception through
engaged experience. Second, a text-based deep and detailed analysis approach guides students to appreciate
the linguistic, figurative, and conflict-based beauty of drama, systematically enhancing their aesthetic
appreciation. Finally, by establishing an integrated platform for creation, performance, and critique,
students' aesthetic creativity is nurtured within a complete artistic cycle.

This research argues that the ultimate value of drama education lies in its unique emotional power,
depth of human exploration, and collaborative nature, making it a vital pathway for developing students'

critical aesthetic thinking, creative expression, and teamwork skills. Looking



forward, only by shifting the teaching paradigm from "knowledge transmission" to "aesthetic
immersion" can drama education truly integrate into students' spiritual growth, becoming a journey that

illuminates their inner world through aesthetic experience.

Key words: Aesthetic Appreciation and Creation; Senior High School Chinese; Drama Teaching;

Instructional Strategies
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