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Abstract

With the implementation of the Compulsory Education Art Curriculum Standards (2022 Editio
n) and the deepening advancement of education for forging a strong sense of community for the
Chinese nation, excavating excellent cultural resources in multi-ethnic regions has become a crucial
pathway for school aesthetic education to fulfill the fundamental task of cultivating virtue through
education. This study takes the No. 10 Middle School of Shihezi, Xinjiang, as the practical field.
Addressing the special context of its multi-ethnic student body composed of Kazakh and Han eth
nicities, the research focuses on Kazakh animal patterns—a local visual resource carrying nomadic
cultural memory and ecological wisdom—to explore effective pathways for transforming these patte
s from “folklore materials" into “curriculum resources.”

This study first systematically analyzes practical issues, including students’ cognitive difference
s, “visual blanks” in textbooks, and teaching staff conditions, through questionnaires, interviews, an
d field investigations, thereby demonstrating the necessity and feasibility of curriculum development.
At the theoretical level, it draws upon image narrative theory and the theory of spatial production,
adapting them to the local context of Kazakh nomadic culture. It proposes a “mutual interpretatio
n of text and image” perspective for pattern interpretation, viewing patterns as living texts that int
egrate mythological narratives and ethnic memory. Utilizing the concept of “Third Space,” it recon
structs the classroom to explore mechanisms for negotiating multi-ethnic students’ cultural experien
ces and cultivating community identity. On this basis, the study constructs a “text reading - experi
ence transmission - meaning generation” three-dimensional, interconnected curriculum framework.

Following a core competency-oriented approach, the curriculum design establishes four progres
sively advancing teaching modules: “symbolic interpretation—skill transmission—innovative applicati
on—cultural integration.” It develops school-based textbooks that include high-definition image data
bases, myth and epic intertextual resources, and task sheets. Through the complete implementation
of four lesson examples—From “Pattern” to “Culture,” From Grassland to Canvas, Renewing Patter
ns, and Patterns for Unity—the curriculum guides students through a gradual process of decoding
cultural codes in patterns, mastering modeling rules, completing design transformations, and conduct
ing cross-cultural comparisons. This enables the development of capabilities ranging from formal id
entification to cultural understanding, and from technical imitation to creative transformation.

Empirical evidence indicates that this curriculum effectively enhanced multi-ethnic students’ ca

pabilities for cross-cultural dialogue and experience-sharing. It enabled Kazakh students’ cultural ex



periences to be transformed into pedagogical resources, facilitating students’ concrete understanding
of the pluralistic-yet-integrated pattern of Chinese culture. Meanwhile, the study revealed that fost
ering cultural identity requires long-term commitment, and interdisciplinary integration faces limitati
ons of formalistic pastiche, necessitating further refinement of evaluation mechanisms and digital su
pport systems in subsequent research. This study provides a case-based practical reference for curri
culum development in frontier multi-ethnic regions that draws upon local cultural resources while i
ntegrating aesthetic and moral education.

Key words: Kazakh Animal Patterns; Mutual Interpretation of Text and Image; Text Reading;

Experience Transmission; Meaning Generation; School-Based Curriculum Development
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