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Abstract

The thesis takes the example of Goryeo epitaphs on the Korean Peninsula as the research object, and
uses epitaph stone texts and handed down literature as carriers to sort out and introduce the overall situation
of Goryeo epitaphs, and explore the uniqueness and formation factors of Goryeo epitaphs. On the basis of
the traditional research method of epigraphy, we summarize the Goryeo epitaphs, focusing on their
characteristic changes, and then examine the political system, social factors, literary evolution, and other
factors that affect the generation of "examples" to explore their deeper "meanings". This article mainly
discusses the morphology of stone inscriptions and seal inscriptions, the study of the first question, the
study of signatures, and the study of inscriptions.

Pay attention to the stone form of Goryeo epitaphs. The shape of the stone inscriptions in Goryeo is
significantly different from that in China. According to their function and shape, Goryeo epitaphs can be
divided into three categories: sarcophagus inscriptions, stele body inscriptions, and special type epitaphs.
The sarcophagus inscriptions can be further subdivided into groove type and convex type according to
different combination methods. Secondly, the Korean Peninsula has a tradition of using stone to construct
tombs, and the murals and inscriptions of early stone tombs have had a profound impact on the formation
and use of Korean sarcophagi. The prevalence of burial methods such as cremation and second burial in
Goryeo has promoted the use of stone coffins and increased opportunities for people to engrave epitaphs on
them. The lack of inscriptions on Goryeo epitaphs is mainly related to their placement and function. The
increase in the number of stele shaped epitaphs and inscriptions in the later period of Goryeo was firstly
due to the reduction of cremation and secondary burial in Goryeo, and secondly due to the influence of the
"fusion of steles and inscriptions" in the Southern Song Dynasty and the epitaphs in the Yuan Dynasty.

Focusing on the first topic of Goryeo epitaphs, the thesis is divided into two parts: the first topic of
official epitaphs and the first topic of religious epitaphs. The "Temple Chronicle" in the first title of an
epitaph refers to the "epitaph”, and the difference in ethnic languages is the reason for the difference in the
writing of the first title. Goryeo was a vassal state of ancient China for a long time, but the first title rarely
mentioned the name of the suzerain state, which changed during the Yuan Dynasty. This stems from the
strengthening of control over Goryeo by the Yuan Dynasty, which led to a decrease in Goryeo's
independence and autonomy. Secondly, the frequency of the name Goryeo appearing in the first question is
also relatively low, which is related to the weak centralization of power and strong local influence in
Goryeo. This has affected people's national consciousness, resulting in fewer epitaphs with the name of
Goryeo. A higher proportion of female epitaphs do not include male family members such as husband or

father as the first title. This is related to the status of Korean women and social ethics. Korean women have



a relatively high status in the family, and there is a certain degree of gender equality awareness in Korean
social ethics. Korean monks often use secular epitaphs, and the first title is written in a secular manner. This
is mainly reflected in: (1) emphasis on positions and monk ranks. (2) The arrangement of writing order,
with Buddhist temples and positions always placed before the ranks of monks.

Mainly focusing on the study of the evolution of the authorship of Goryeo epitaphs. Since the early
period of Goryeo, the development of its epitaphs has not been synchronized with that of the Song Dynasty
in China, and there are significant differences. From the perspective of the evolution of the author's
signature position, it can be divided into four stages. In the early stages, the author's signature originated
from the Fengxuan article and was influenced by the Goryeo inscription, following the format of the
inscription placed before the text; During the development period, the author's signature achieved parallel
formal writing and ceremonial writing, but more adopted ceremonial signatures; During the decline period,
factors such as political turmoil, the rise of reclusive thinking, and the decline in the status of literati have
affected the authorship of epitaphs, but at this time, the authors mostly follow the rules of ceremonial
writing; During the revival period, the Goryeo epitaphs were aligned with the Yuan dynasty epitaphs,
achieving a return and strengthening of the consciousness of signature, and basically realizing the principle
of "signature is necessary for every aspiration", with the position of signature tending to be fixed. Shudan
also began to break the rules of etiquette and achieved the formatted signature of epitaphs.

Focusing on the study of Goryeo epitaph inscriptions. The Goryeo epitaph contains content beyond the
"Thirteen Matters" in its written records, including additions to the year of birth, expressions and burial
methods at the time of death, and records of supernatural events. Regarding the records of marriage and
offspring, words such as "Shi" and "Gui" in Korean epitaphs can be used for men to marry, not specifically
referring to women getting married, but meaning the marriage connection between men and women.
Secondly, the writing of grandchildren and great grandchildren in Goryeo epitaphs is a profound reflection
of the family values of the Goryeo era. The concept of family in Goryeo is broader than that of the same
period in China, with both internal and external relatives belonging to clans. The epitaph contains a large
number of paragraphs reflecting diplomatic relations with different dynasties in China, and the emotional
color described in these words reflects Goryeo's attitude towards different dynasties in China. The order in
which Goryeo respects different dynasties in China is roughly as follows: Yuan Dynasty>Song
Dynasty>Liao Dynasty>Jin Dynasty. Goryeo's reverence for the Yuan Dynasty surpassed that of the Song
Dynasty , unlike the Liao and Jin dynasties, which were established as ethnic minorities. There are two
reasons for this: (1) The Yuan Dynasty was grateful to the Goryeo royal family; (2) The marriage alliance
between the Yuan Dynasty and Goryeo. These further strengthened the relationship between the Yuan
dynasty and its vassal states, making Goryeo the "most loyal" vassal state of the Yuan dynasty.

Key words: Goryeo Dynasty; Epitaph writing style; the laws of sphragistics; The Korean Peninsula
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