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Abstract

The large - scale national opera Yimeng Mountain is a resounding work in the field of Chinese
national opera in recent years. It is jointly produced by the Publicity Department of the Shandong
Provincial Party Committee, the Department of Culture and Tourism of Shandong Province, and the
Linyi Municipal Government. Praised as a model of innovative exploration in national opera, it
represents a new height of national opera in the new era.In 2013, when General Secretary Xi Jinping
inspected Linyi, he compared the Yimeng Spirit to the Yan'an Spirit, the Jinggangshan Spirit, and the
Xibaipo Spirit, emphasizing that as a precious spiritual heritage of the Party and the country, the Yimeng
Spirit should be continuously inherited and carried forward in the context of the new era.

As a classic red-themed national opera of the new era, ‘Yimeng Mountain’vividly embodies the
"Yimeng Spirit" during wartime through the artistic portrayal of its protagonist, Lin Sheng. Framed by
character-building theory and music-dramaturgical analysis, this study focuses on the construction of
Linsheng’s character and his musical expression. In terms of characterization, textual close-reading and
dramatic structural analysis reveal Lin Sheng’s transformation from a passionate youth to a revolutionary
soldier, dissecting the cultural symbolism of "sacrifice-rebirth" in his journey, which epitomizes the
profound bond between soldiers and civilians. Musically, the analysis centers on key arias such as ‘Wait
for Me, My Beloved’ and ‘Love Endures Forever’, examining melodic morphology, modal structure,
musical form, and vocal writing. The study demonstrates how the composer integrates Shandong folk
music elements with Western operatic aria techniques, employing distinctive features like wide interval
leaps and ornamental vocalizations to craft Linsheng’s musical identity. Further exploration highlights
the narrative function of ‘banqiang’and thematic leitmotifs in dramatizing conflicts, emphasizing the
innovative value of pentatonic melodies and traditional operatic thythmic variations in contemporary
national opera characterization. As a student specializing in national vocal performance, the author has
engaged in extensive research and practical exploration of ‘Yimeng Mountain’ throughout three years of
graduate study, from its musical composition to the interpretation of Lin Sheng’s arias. By combining
theoretical analysis with performative practice, this study aims to illuminate the process of shaping Lin
Sheng’s character, offering interpretative insights for future learners in national vocal arts seeking to
portray similar operatic roles. The findings contribute to advancing the artistic expression of red-themed
national operas while enriching the theoretical framework for character-driven musical narratives in
Chinese opera.

Key words:Lin Sheng;"Yimeng Mountain";characterportrayal;vocalanalysis;national opera
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