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Abstract

The oratorio originated in 17th-century Italy, typically adopting a multi-movement narrative structure
that constructs dramatic story frameworks through various vocal forms and orchestral accompaniment. The
creation of Huang Zi's oratorio “The Song of Everlasting Sorrow” in the 1930s marked the birth of this art
form in China. With the development of oratorio composition, numerous outstanding works have emerged.
The oratorio “Ice Flowers-Eternal Zhao Yiman”, scripted by National First-Class Playwright and renowned
dramatist Fei Shoujiang, with lyrics by him and music composed by Professor Zhang Lei from the Harbin
Conservatory of Music, vividly portrays the glorious image of anti-Japanese national hero Zhao Yiman
through its unique musical narrative and artistic expression.

In this thesis, the oratorio “Ice Flowers-Eternal Zhao Yiman” is taken as the research object, with the
female vocal ensemble “How Far Is Forever” from the first movement and the soprano solo from the
seventh movement “Starry Night” being selected as typical samples. The musical characteristics and
performance techniques of the work are systematically explored through the combination of musical text
analysis and performance practice, employing methods such as literature research, musical score analysis,
and stage practice verification. The discussion is primarily conducted from five aspects. Firstly, in the
introduction, a systematic summary of the current research status of “Ice Flowers-Eternal Zhao Yiman”
both domestically and internationally is provided through a review of relevant literature. Secondly, the
origin and development of the oratorio, the creative background of “Ice Flowers-Eternal Zhao Yiman”, and
the characterization of its protagonist are analyzed. Thirdly, an analysis of the musical characteristics of the
two selected pieces is conducted. Fourthly, the performance techniques of the two pieces and the
interpretation of their emotions are analyzed. Finally, insights gained from learning and practice are
reflected upon, and the shortcomings encountered and the measures for improvement are discussed.

Research Findings: A narrative style of the oratorio rich in Chinese characteristics was built by the
composer through the use of tonal shifts and the integration of ethnic music. The ensemble sections form a
dialogic narrative through polyphonic texture and harmonic design. The soprano voice part needs to
maintain dramatic expression while achieving a balance of tone with the mezzo-soprano voice part. In the
soprano solo, the performance techniques highlight the dramatic conflict between the “softness” and
“strength” of the character's inner world. The author intends to implement this research into practice and

hopes that this study can offer effective reference for more performers.

Key words: Oratorio;“Ice Flowers-Eternal Zhao Yiman”; Music characteristics; Singing analysis
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