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Abstract

Between 1949 and 1966, under the systematic intervention of state power, a cohort of craft
smen from inland China entered Xinjiang. Their technical practices and social participation profo
undly reshaped the production patterns, social structures, and cultural identity of Xinjiang's handi
craft industry. Employing the perspective of "state presence,” this paper conducts a historical inv
estigation into the group composition, technical practices, and social outcomes of these craftsmen

during this period.

Confronted with the predicaments of Xinjiang's handicraft industry in the early years of the

People's Republic—characterized by backward industrial forms, closed technical systems, and m
arginalized practitioners—handicrafts, with their unique attributes spanning economic, social, and
cultural dimensions, became a distinctive medium aligned with both national frontier strategies a
nd local development needs. Through the state's organized mobilization and selection mechanisms,

professional craftsmen represented by figures such as Zhang Hengde entered Xinjiang. They ser

ved not merely as carriers of technical capital but as active agents connecting state will with lo
cal practice. This process of "state embedding" manifested as systematic transformation across th
ree dimensions: organizationally, the cooperative movement integrated dispersed traditional works
hops into collective collaboration networks through production teams and cooperatives; technicall
y, the promotion of standardization and introduction of new technologies brought profound chang
es, marked by the July 1st Cotton Textile Mill's production of Xinjiang's first mechanically print
ed fabric in 1955, achieving the leap from raw material export to local processing; culturally, pa
ttern innovation achieved organic integration of political symbols with ethnic motifs, technical fu
sion fostered cross-regional technical exchange and innovation, and socialist aesthetics spread wi
dely through the medium of everyday life. The master-apprentice relationship shifted from patriar
chal inheritance to institutionalized production, while cross-regional technical exchange catalyzed
creative fusion between national technology and local knowledge. This bidirectional interaction ul
timately integrated Xinjiang's handicrafts from their traditional folk state into the economic and
cultural system of a socialist modern nation-state.

This paper provides historical annotation for contemporary initiatives of "cultural nourishmen
t of Xinjiang" and the construction of a Chinese national community. The role of craftsmen evo
lved from economic empowerment to cultural soul-forging, the function of handicrafts expanded

from economic commodities to cultural symbols, and the practice model shifted from unidirectio

II



nal technical input to bidirectional cultural nourishment. From the horse saddles and grain coupo
ns witnessing multi-ethnic mutual assistance in the "Hu'er Family" cultural courtyard in Altay, to
contemporary inheritors' innovative practices fusing Tianshan landscapes, Twelve Muqam, and Y
angliuqing New Year painting techniques, all vividly demonstrate the historical continuity of han
dicrafts as vehicles of emotional connection and cultural identity, as well as their contemporary

value in forging a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Key words: state presence; artisans moving to Xinjiang; technical practices; new social reshapin

g; Xinjiang's folk art; Chinese national community
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