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Abstract

Composition instruction represents both a focal point and a challenge in elementary Chinese language
education, serving as a vital vehicle for cultivating students' core literacy competencies. The second stage
of primary education marks a critical transitional period as students progress from “writing sentences” to

“ composition. ”  Inappropriate teaching methods during this phase can exert profoundly detrimental
effects on students' subsequent composition learning. Scaffolding instruction, grounded in Vygotsky's Zone
of Proximal Development theory, emphasizes respecting students' agency. It bridges the gap between their
current and potential developmental levels through contextualization, scaffolding, and collaborative
learning—aligning closely with the 2022 Chinese Language Curriculum Standards' principles of

“contextual creation” and “process- and guidance-oriented” approaches. However, frontline teachers
generally lack systematic theoretical guidance on composition instruction and have limited understanding
and application of scaffolding teaching, making it difficult to integrate the two effectively. Based on this,
this study examines the current state of composition teaching in the second stage of elementary school to
explore the design process and implementation recommendations for scaffolding-based composition
instruction, aiming to achieve effective guidance for composition teaching through scaffolding.

This study analyzes and organizes the current state of composition teaching in the second stage of S
Primary School by reviewing literature related to scaffolding and composition instruction, and using
questionnaire surveys and interviews.Findings reveal the following prominent issues: Independent
exploration lacks time guarantees and process guidance; collaborative learning scaffolding is absent;
evaluation is teacher-centered, neglecting student reflection and revision. Based on this diagnosis, this
study constructs a teaching process integrating five interconnected phases— “ Establish Foundations,
Create Context—Build Scaffolding, Provide Support—Foster Collaboration, Deepen Thinking—
Independent Writing, Authentic Expression—Diverse Evaluation, Promote Reflection—Revise and
Enhance, Consolidate Skills” —using the six-phase scaffolding teaching model as a theoretical framework
and integrating teaching practice. To validate the process's effectiveness, the researcher designed and
implemented new lessons titled “I Conducted a Small Experiment” and “The National Treasure Giant
Panda,” along with a feedback session on “People with Distinctive Traits Around Us.”

Based on current status surveys and teaching implementation results, this study proposes
recommendations for applying scaffolding teaching to composition instruction: by connecting students'
lives and carefully selecting content scaffolding, students can go from "having nothing to say" to "wanting

to talk"; Leverage the synergistic effects of thought scaffolding, example scaffolding, and activity



scaffolding to guide students from "chaotic thinking" to "effective expression"; Emphasize the use of
grading scaffolds and strengthen the correction behavior, promoting students from "finishing writing" to
"writing well." It is hoped that this study can provide practical inspiration for elementary Chinese language
teachers' composition instruction and contribute new ideas and references to related research.

Key words: Scaffolding teaching; Elementary school second stage; Composition instruction
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