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Abstract

As the beginning of national education, preschool education lays the foundation for children's ability
acquisition and potential inspiration in the entire education system, and the authority of preschool teachers
as an implicit educational influence also subtly leads and nourishes children, injecting a sustainable source
of strength into the all-round development of children. However, in the practice of early childhood
education, few people mention the concept of the authority of preschool teachers, and even avoid or deny it,
which reflects a misunderstanding of the teacher group under the influence of contemporary educational
concepts, and denies the original legitimacy and goodness of teachers' authority. Based on this, it is urgent
to correct the authority of teachers, and it is imperative to give preschool teachers authority consensus,
generation and morality. Therefore, it is urgent to reiterate the connotation of preschool teachers' authority
from another perspective, which needs to break through the traditional framework of the opposition
between authority and love in the past, and explore a new authoritative paradigm based on care ethics,
emotional connection, and symbiotic development.

Based on the theory of intersubjectivity, caring theory, symbolic interaction theory and emotional
labor theory, this study takes three preschool teachers as the research object, collects data through
semi-structured in-depth interviews and systematic participatory observation, and focuses on narrative logic.
The inductive content analysis method is used to form a core theme system that reflects the nature of the
data by fragmenting the interview data, coding step by step and clustering the themes. Finally, taking the
process stage of authority establishment as the main line, the complete story line from cognitive
reconstruction to authority consolidation is sorted out. This framework combines the teacher's subjective
experience with the development of relational practice to form a four-stage analysis framework that
progresses layer by layer: re-establishing the root of authority - the budding of authority - the section of
strengthening authority - and Cultivate the fruit of authority. Among them, stage 1 focuses on the rooting of
preschool teachers' authoritative cognition, and goes through three stages: shattering, transformation, and
reconstruction; Stage 2 focuses on the initial emergence of the emotions of preschool teachers "building
power with love", including the emotional path and the professional path; Stage 3, focusing on the three
"breaking”" and three "standing" of preschool teachers "building power with love", "breaking” in internal
friction, prevarication, and isolation, and "standing" in relationships, reflection, and children. Ultimately, it
cultivates the fruit of "establishing authority through love", moves towards the authority of "love for
growth", and clarifies its dimension of origin, dimension of characteristics, and dynamic dimension.

Studies have found that "establishing authority through love" is a dynamic process of "cognitive

deconstruction - practical reconstruction - relationship generation" initiated by preschool teachers. It is



determined by the fundamental needs of children 's development, the internal logic of educational practice
and the understanding of the nature of education in modern society. It profoundly reveals the dialectical
unity among "subject transformation" (human beings), "action field" (practice), and "relationship
generation" (influence). At the same time, it also calls on all parties involved in relational practices to
engage in in-depth thinking, hoping that "establishing authority through love" will become the norm in
early childhood education. It is expected that every teacher can grow through continuous self-care and
professional reflection; every kindergarten can take children as the main body, rely on teachers'
professional autonomy, and create a supportive environment that nurtures the growth of both teachers and
children; every family can work in hand with kindergartens and teachers to protect children's growth
through trusting communication.

Key words: Authority of preschool teachers; Establishing authority with love; Narrative research
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