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Abstract

The "Compulsory Education Chinese Language Curriculum Standards (2022 Edition)" highlight the
critical role of evaluation in improving students' core literacy, demanding teachers to embrace an integrated
"teaching, learning, and assessment" approach, with scientific choices in evaluation methods and rational
use of assessment tools. Assessment in writing instruction is instrumental in primary Chinese education,
significantly dictating and influencing the enhancement of students' composition competencies. The
curriculum mandates teachers to scrutinize composition assignments diligently, provide personalized
feedback that reflects students' literacy levels and individual traits, and timely report on the aggregate
quality of student writing across various stages. However, the practice of composition assessment in
contemporary teaching is often considered a challenging and sore point for educators, primarily due to the
absence of a tailored and scientific assessment framework within China. The SOLO Taxonomy lays out a
potent theoretical backdrop enabling intricate assessments and analyses of student writing, thereby
increasing cognitive understanding and analytic skills. Given the relatively developed cognitive abilities of
upper primary students and the prevalence of narrative writing at this educational level, this research is
dedicated to developing a SOLO Taxonomy-aligned evaluation system for upper primary narrative writing,
aiming to chart an innovative course for writing assessment that nudges instruction toward a more scientific
and individualized direction.

The study begins by canvassing SOLO Taxonomy, writing assessment practices, and the use of SOLO
theory in this sphere, thus laying its theoretical groundwork. It exposes persistent evaluation issues in upper
elementary narrative writing — such as a constrained range of evaluators, oversimplified processes,
indiscriminate standards, and subpar feedback—using methods like classroom observation, interview, and
textual analysis, which offer a solid practical foundation for designing a focused evaluation framework. The
thesis advances the adaptation of the SOLO Taxonomy for evaluating upper elementary narrative
composition, crystallizing four foundational principles and a three-stage construction process, and sets forth
preliminary evaluation indicators, solidifying them through Delphi method consensus into a system with
three primary and eleven secondary benchmarks, each tiered within the SOLO continuum. Furthermore,
this research crafts and elaborates on an assessment scale by consulting prominent scholarly contributions,
permitting quantitative reinforcement of evaluations rooted in qualitative distinctions of writing cognition
—ensuring the tool's efficacy and accuracy and enhancing evaluation efficiency.

The endgame of this evaluation system is to effectively guide real-world pedagogic applications; it

requires tangible enactment and adjustments. Therefore, as a conclusive piece, the study illustrates the



application of the assessment scale via case studies of upper elementary narrative compositions, serving as
a procedural guide for prospective applications. Alongside, the author introspectively appraises existing
practices and compiles recommendations attuned to the actual educational landscape, striving to maximize
the evaluation system's advantages and to further spur the evolution of composition instruction.

Key words: SOLO Taxonomy Theory; Narrative Composition Assessment; Upper Elementary;

Evaluation System Development
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